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NPS KICKS OFF MASTERS DEGREE
CURRICULUM IN HOMELAND SECURITY
 
-------------------------------Embargoed until Monday, 6 Jan. 2003----------------------------
 
Defeating terrorism is the focus of a unique new Master’s Degree program at the Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) in
Monterey, Cal.  On 6 January, NPS will launch the nation’s first  curriculum in Homeland Defense and Security, enrolling 14
students who already serve in significant homeland security-related positions.
The need for this program was identified by its two sponsors, the Department of Justice’s Office for Domestic Preparedness
and the United States Navy.  These sponsors found that despite the emergence of terrorism as a dire challenge to national security,
no graduate-level program yet existed to develop the next generation of leadership to deal with that threat.  The NPS program is
structured to fill this gap in leadership development.
“Education will play a key role in strengthening homeland security,” said Gov. Tom Ridge, nominated to be Secretary of
the Department of Homeland Security.  “By equipping students with the knowledge and analytic skills they will need to counter the
evolving threat of terrorism, programs such as Naval Postgraduate School’s can help us meet our future leadership requirements
and build interagency teamwork.”
The entering class of fourteen students will take specialized courses on protecting critical infrastructure, intelligence
sharing, military support to civilian authorities, and other topics that will continue to pose policymaking and management
challenges.  The students – from Federal, State and local government – will also learn how to build effective interagency and civil-
military cooperation.
Rear Adm. David R. Ellison, Superintendent of the Naval Postgraduate School, said, “NPS is uniquely positioned to create
a course of this importance. The curriculum builds on homeland defense-related courses and research initiatives that were
underway at NPS long before September 11th (2001).” 
Ellison also emphasized that the curriculum is structured to reach the students of greatest importance to the program’s Navy
and Department of Justice sponsors.  “The 18-month long curriculum will be primarily a web-based Distance Learning (DL)
program, reinforced by brief, intensive seminars in Monterey.  This program structure reflects the fact that our entering students
already serve in significant homeland security-related positions.  By enabling them to learn while retaining their positions, we can
reach the pool of students who will benefit the most from this curriculum.”
Speakers at the program inauguration include Rep. Sam Farr (D-CA); Mr. Pete Verga, Defense Department Special
Assistant for Homeland Security; Mr. Andy Mitchell, Acting Director of the Office for Domestic Preparedness, Department of
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